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DACC Going National 
with SkillsUSA 

As the principal for VVEDS who coordinates College Express 

with DACC, Nick Chatterton has wanted to bring SkillsUSA to 

Vermilion County for years. So have DACC’s former student 

trustees Dylan and Logan Haun.  

SkillsUSA is a nonprofit national educational program that has 

been around since the mid-1960s to prepare secondary and 

higher-education students for careers in trade, technical, and 

skilled service—including healthcare occupations. As Mr. 

Chatterton says, “It’s a partnership of students, teachers and 

industry working together to build a skilled workforce. It’s rec-

ognized by the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. 

Department of Labor as a successful model of employer-

driven workforce development.” 

Nearly half a million students and instructors participate in 

SkillsUSA across the country. Students train at their educa-

tional institutions to prepare for judged competitions on a local 

and regional level. The most talented reach the national 

championships in Louisville. The recently canceled world 

championships would have taken place in Shanghai.  

Students can choose from among more than 100 individual 

fields of study. For all of these students are evaluated in    

three basic categories. These include workplace skills, such 

as teamwork, planning and organizing, and communication; 

personal skills, such as work ethic, professionalism, and     

integrity; and technical skills, which focus on job-specific     

aptitude as well as computer and technology literacy. Mr. 

Chatterton adds, “Technical skills include embedded          

academic proficiency in math, English and science.” The   

program also has a “Career Essentials” curriculum that        

Mr. Chatterton says “focuses on improving our students’ life 

skills, which employers often say this new generation of   

workers is lacking.” 

What has suddenly brought SkillsUSA to Vermilion County is 

an alliance that VVEDS has recently formed with Vermilion 

Advantage and the DACC-managed American Job Center. 

Vermilion Advantage is helping fund the program so that more 

than 300 College Express students would be able to compete 

in the SkillsUSA arena on a State and national level.  

Vermilion Advantage’s Tinisha Spain sees a SkillsUSA as a 

pipeline for providing skilled workers to support local industry. 

She says, “Our cluster partners throughout the County—

especially in manufacturing—will be able to work directly with 

students as they hone their skills in trades. This will greatly 

improve the quality of workers supporting regional industry.” 

The plan is to launch the program in February by recruiting 

students from College Express and preparing for the Illinois 

State competition in Peoria in late April. Chief areas of focus 

include carpentry, graphic arts, metalworking, computer      

programming, automotive, welding, culinary, criminal justice, 

early-childhood development, and agriculture. DACC’s      

College Express faculty would coach students in these fields. 

During the first year, the goal is to prepare at least three    

students for the State championships. By the second year, 

Mr. Chatterton hopes to expand the program to additional   

College Express areas, especially in technology. By the third 

year, all 30 College Express fields of study would include a 

SkillsUSA component. 

“Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences which meet the                     
life-long academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.” 

“Endless Possibilities” 

DACC’s Student Trustee in 2015-16, Dylan Haun was a 
big proponent of SkillsUSA, especially for students in 
industrial arts.   
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Silver Linings in the Year of COVID 

The pandemic has hung like a dark cloud over the world since March.  

DACC faculty, staff, and students have bravely endured a summer 
and fall semester like no other in College history. With the calendar 
page about to flip to 2021, the New Year brings the glimmer of hope 
for a vaccine and eventually the welcome unmasking of smiling     
faces. 

But not all of 2020 was PPE and hand sanitizer. In fact, in spite of 
COVID, the College continued to make enormous strides. Let’s take 
a look at some of the College’s outstanding achievements this past 
year. 

The year began with the College retaining its distinction as an 
Achieving The Dream “Leader College.” DACC was cited for         
excelling in helping improve students’ course-completion rates in 
English classes and for increasing the graduation and retention    
rates for African-American and Latinx students.  

A new program and a 23-year program have contributed to this     
success. Under Carla Boyd, the College’s piloting of the “Toolbox” 
program has shown promising results in boosting the retention of 
African-American male students. Complementing that is the federal 
TRIO program under Shanay Wright. TRIO, which has been at DACC 
since 1997, has been renewed for five more years to support the 
education of about 200 students annually. 

The DACC Foundation had a banner year under the leadership of 
Executive Director Tonya Hill. The overall endowment surpassed $20 
million. This is a testament to the hard work of a committed Founda-
tion Board and the awesome generosity of community members.  

The DACC-managed American Job Center under Brian Hensgen   
and Vermilion County Works under Jonathan Jett were the only    
regional one-stop in the State to remain open to serve unemployed 
residents throughout the year. The AJC has also been able to help 
local business and industry by funding incumbent workers and        
job-seekers with training and wrap-around support services,         
including the purchase of tools for apprentices. 

The College unveiled a number of new academic programs,          
including a new certificate for Public Health Medical Billing.   
Stephane Potts negotiated a new 3 + 1 bachelor’s-in-nursing      
agreement with Aspen University. Thanks to Accounting Professor 
Brian Fink, the College entered into an innovative 3 + 1 agreement 
with Indiana Wesleyan University that enables DACC accounting 
students to earn an associate and up to 88 credits from DACC,      
and then a bachelor’s degree from IWU, 18 graduate credits and     
an MBA, and eligibility to sit for the Illinois CPA exam. 

Dr. Abby Hahne has made great strides this year leading a faculty 
team of assessment champions and administrators in implementing   
a systematic approach to how the College improves student-learning 
outcomes. Supporting this has been the development of SharePoint 
to provide a repository for these academic records. Thanks to the 
vision of the DACC Board of Trustees, the College has also begun 
protecting our business computer systems by investing in a Cloud-
based storage to replace the antiquated on-campus servers. 

Let’s also remember how wonderfully well the Faculty stepped up     
in March when the COVID crisis hit and we needed to begin          
delivering all of our courses online for the remainder of the Spring 
semester. A group of employees that included Maggie Hoover,    
Jung Ae Merrick, Mark Barnes, Karla Coon, Kathy Hunter, Dr. Wendy 
Brown, and Dr. Hahne trained Faculty in the Blackboard Collaborate 
Ultra online-learning system and provided tutorials for students. 
Online education also improved with the introduction of Respondus   
to support the integrity of testing in online classes. 

Decades from now, we may remember 2020 as the year that         
eSports was born at DACC. Under advisor Guido Esteves, the      
College’s newest club immediately attracted dozens of students. 

Weekly tournaments have engaged nearly 200 participants. Then in 
the fall, Mr. Esteves and student “Team Captain” Collin Shaner were 
named to national sports committees that are looking to establish 
eSports as an NJCAA intercollegiate sport in the next year or so. 

Under Laura Hensgen and Keith Miller, the DACC TV studio has   
undergone a significant upgrade. The duo has produced a number of 
snazzy videos to help market College programs. 

The College introduced quite a bit of nifty new educational            
technology this year. The MILO Range Classic simulator will enable 
criminal-justice students studying with Professor Rickey Williams to 
experience real-life law-enforcement scenarios. Instructor Brandy 
Marron’s agriculture program has received a big boost from Perkins 
Funds with the introduction of an aquaponics system and will be   
powered electrically by Greg Hansbraugh’s wind-and-solar            
installation.  

Pete Powell’s tractor-trailer program got a new driver simulator.     
Medical imaging received a Foundation donation to purchase a      
transponder that improves the clarity of the images appearing on 
echocardiography screens. The Foundation also helped purchase 
new robotics software. And by the end of the year, anatomy and 
physiology students will be able to study the human body on a        
real-life simulator called an anatomage table.  

This is the year DACC hired a new chief academic officer, Vice     
President of Academic Affairs Dr. Natalie Page. Besides conducting   
a “listening tour” to meet individually with more than 50 key stake-
holders during her first two months on the job, Dr. Page is working 
closely with the Faculty and the academic deans while undertaking    
a number of projects that includes the development of a five-year 
academic master plan. 

Finally, 2020 has been a big year for facilities, beginning with the 
official transfer of the U.S. Army Reserve to DACC. In July, Doug 
Adams began overseeing the renovation of Jacobs Hall, which is 
scheduled for completion in May 2021. Mr. Adams has also worked 
with the State’s Capital Development Board on the $2.5 million      
rehabilitation of Clock Tower and the Hegeler Horticulture Center.  

Last but certainly not least: the installation of two 9,000-pound HVAC 
units onto the roof on the Mary Miller Complex. If vaccines succeed  
in pushing away the pandemic by next May, you can expect to see 
hundreds of smiling faces return to the College for Commencement 
2021 in a fully air-conditioned gym.  

One of the highlights for DACC this year has been hiring 
Dr. Natalie Page as the College’s new vice president of 
academic affairs.  Being a Chicagoan and life-long city 
dweller, Dr. Page wanted to get an “up-close and person-
al” introduction to Illinois agriculture.  Board Chair    
Dave Harby accommodated her by arranging a ride in      
a combine during harvest time—courtesy of farmer   
Greg Emmert.  On the left is Dr. Page’s husband Brian.   
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No Stopping “Operation   
Santa” 

Not even a pandemic can thwart  

DACC’s longest-running holiday    

charity known as “Operation Santa,” 

which DACC’s Classified Staff Associ-

ation staff has led for over 30 years.  

The program primarily supports a Danville-based homeless center, 

Your Family Resource Center, which was the residence of children 

ranging in age from one month to 18 years of age. 

Thanks to donations from DACC employees and retirees, the 

Classified crew will be able to deliver holiday cheer to dozens of 

families this year, with 39 children at the YFRC receiving gifts of 

toys and clothes. 

In addition to elevating the spirits of children in low-income        

families, Operation Santa has raised nearly $800 to purchase     

gift bags for nearly 20 female residents of the Resource Center. 

The gift bags contained fuzzy slipper socks, warm gloves, lip 

balms, hand lotions, tooth brushes, tooth paste, candy, body    

wash gels, shampoo and conditioners plus individual personal 

care items. In addition, a bag of newborn baby items was         

donated to the Women’s Care Clinic. 

The remaining cash donation will be split among three local      

nonprofits—The Salvation Army, the YFRC Domestic Violence 

Shelter, and the Danville Men’s Homeless Center.  

Admissions Specialist Margie Arlington has led Operation         

Santa for a number of years and says to her fellow employees    

and DACC retirees, “It’s a privilege to be the steward of your     

donations.”  

Child Development Center Director Ana Nasser is giving a 
demonstration on using the retinal scanner as part of the 
new security improvements at the entrance to the Center.   

Bringing Holiday cheer to DACC are Santa Claus and the 
DACC Jaguar.  Video Production Director Laura Hensgen 
(middle) visited DACC offices with this dynamic duo to 
film “Season’s Greetings” wishes from employees.  In 
case you didn’t know, that’s Assistant Vice President 
Brian Hensgen in the red suite and the fearsome cat is 
Vice President Stacy Ehmen.   

 

 

 

 

 

A More Secure CDC Foyer 
Providing children with a safe and caring environment has been the 

hallmark of the Child Development Center under Director Ana Nasser. 

The security of the Center is one of the key criteria when the CDC 

earns ExceleRate Illinois’ Silver Circle of Quality status.  

With the help of the State’s Child Care Restoration Grant, one of the 

first priorities was to upgrade security access. In the Fall, the Center 

installed a retinal scanner as a high-tech method of recognizing those 

who are authorized to enter. 

The CDC is also in the process of building a physical barrier to       

protect children’s records in the reception area that Administrative 

Assistant Amy Rothwell staffs. A local contractor is constructing a   

wall with windows and a door in front of Ms. Rothwell’s desk and     

filing area. Executive Director Doug Adams is overseeing the work, 

which takes place during weekends when the children aren’t in the 

Center. 

Because of COVID restrictions, the State Department of Child and 

Family Services has limited the Center’s occupancy to 30 children—

most of whom are the offspring of DACC employees and students.  

Mr. Adams says the construction in the reception area is scheduled  

to be completed in late December.  

“Danville Area Community College does not discriminate on the 

basis of race, color, national origin, sex,                                             

disability or age in its programs or activities.”   

Hands-on career and technical classes like DACC’s    
construction course remained on campus after Nov. 4, 
when faculty began delivering all lectures online.        
Construction Instructor Joshua Bennett (second from   
the right) is supervising the work of three students in 
fabricating a large American flag out of plywood.  Once 
the flag is built and painted, it will be affixed to a barn 
that is visible to passing cars on the Interstate.   
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APPLAUSE 
For Paulina Padjen, on her recent appointment 

to literacy coordinator for Adult Education. 

For Charles Mockbee IV, a former DACC      

student who will be sworn in later this month     

as an associate judge for the Illinois Fifth Circuit, 

which includes Vermilion County and the County 

Court in Danville. 

For Certified Nursing Assistant students in Dean Laura Williams’ Adult 

Education program. In December, eight students graduated from the 

course. Once they pass the Illinois State test, they'll be licensed CNA‘s. 

 
Applause for Maintenance Mechanic Larry Curtis, who  
got out his hammer and saw to widen the opening to the 
control booth in the Bremer Theater.  The prior configura-
tion restricted the sightlines for controlling light and 
sound from the booth.   

Applause for Dr. Tim Taylor, who was recently named 
President of Shawnee Community College.  Shawnee 
is way down south in Ullin, Illinois.  Dr. Taylor grew 
up in Danville and is a DACC graduate from the 
1980s, having earned two associate degrees and a 
welding certificate at DACC.   

THEY SAID IT 
“The holidays serve as the perfect occasion for me to express 

my gratitude to you—our employees, retirees, donors, and    

trustees—for all that you do for DACC, our students, and for me 

personally.  I’m filled with pride in this outstanding institution, 

and I’m thankful to you for our years together working as a team 

for the betterment of the College.”   

      —President Stephen Nacco 

In the recently revamped TV studio students Kia Burke 
and Keegan Nichoson are conducting “DACCCASTS” - 
which are podcast interviews with DACC people.  The 
studio’s new look comes from a donation by Champaign 
TV 3 WCIA.  Kudos to Laura Hensgen, Keith Miller, and 
Guido Esteves for revitalizing DACC TV.   

Dana Wheeler’s culinary students are bringing       
holiday cheer with cookies for Santa and the rest of 
us DACC elves.   


