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University Life…              

for DACC Students 
It’s a dilemma that confounds many college-bound high-school 

graduates. 

On one hand, they aren’t sure about what they want to study or 

about their personal finances. So they think they want to stay home 

during their first two college years: Start out at DACC and take  

general-education classes on their way to an associate degree. 

Then for the third and fourth years, they’d be ready to go away to   

a university to complete the bachelor’s degree. 

On the other hand, about half the students in the County are 

champing at the bit to experience four years of university life as 

soon as they get out of high school. For them, it’s get out of their 

parents’ house at all costs, even if it means paying more tuition as 

well as the additional expense of room and board.  

Now along comes “University Life” to give students the option to 

have it both ways. They can experience four years of living on a 

university campus while taking DACC classes at DACC tuition rates 

during those first two years. 

DACC’s partner in the new program is Eastern Illinois University. 

Students can enjoy four years of residence life on EIU’s beautiful 

Charleston Campus while starting off by earning an associate    

degree from DACC and then an EIU bachelor’s degree.  

Like the current dual-admission program, freshmen are enrolled   

as full-time students in both DACC and EIU. If they complete their 

DACC degree in two years with an overall grade-point average of 

3.0 or better, they are guaranteed admission into EIU programs to 

complete their bachelor’s degree. 

Traditional dual-admissions would enable the student to stay home 

and save money those first two years both on tuition and on living 

expenses. The “University Life” option would still save students 

about $14,000 in tuition during those first two DACC years. The 

cost of room and board on the EIU campus would be about $11,000 

annually. 

While living in an EIU residence hall, these dually admitted students 

would have the same services as other EIU students, including a 

meal ticket. But they would be taking classes at DACC or online 

those first two years and not in EIU classrooms.  

According to EIU Associate Vice President Josh Norman, DACC 

students at EIU will “have access to all residence halls on campus 

for which they are eligible. Students are able to participate in all 

activities that are not restricted by third party governing agencies.” 

That is, during their first two years, these students will be able to 

participate in campus life, clubs, events, the student union, but not 

in intercollegiate sports or fraternities and sororities until they trans-

fer to EIU. 

 DACC will do quite a bit to support these University Life students. 

Says DACC President Nacco, “We’ll handle all the paperwork for 

them as dual-admission students, and that includes all record keep-

ing and financial aid. We’ll work out schedules so that they’re able 

to take classes here on the DACC campus once or twice a week as 

well as online. And when they do need to come to Danville for a 

class, we’ll provide transportation between Charleston and the 

DACC campus.” 

While DACC also has traditional dual-admission programs with    

the University of Illinois and Olivet Nazarene University, the        

new “University Life” option that Eastern Illinois University offers    

is unique in higher education. As President Nacco says, “This    

program would not be possible were it not for the close partnership 

that DACC has forged with EIU and the dynamic leadership of 

President (David) Glassman.” 

DACC FLASH 
“Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences which meet the life-long 

academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.” 

The January 9 In-Service featured HLC 101, an inter-
active refresher to prepare 250 faculty and staff for 
the March 4-5 HLC accreditation visit.  Kudos to Dr. 
Penny McConnell, Stacy Ehmen, Maggie Hoover, 
Jung Ae Merrick, and Bob Mattson for leading the 
lively discussion.   
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Teaming Up for Math      
Success 
Put away those pointing fingers. If Dick and Jane don’t know math, it’s 

everybody’s fault. Even the State of Illinois is accepting blame for not 

having defined and insisted on math literacy for every high-school    

graduate. 

But then last year, Illinois passed a landmark law to address the       

problem. The Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act requires 

community colleges to team up with their local public-school districts to 

make sure that graduating high-school seniors have the math skills   

they need for success in college and in math-dependent careers, such 

as the sciences, health science, technology, and engineering. 

This past August, the Illinois Community College Board, the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education, and the Illinois School Board of Education 

jointly endorsed a program titled “Transitional Math.” For those of us at 

DACC and in District 507, the College and the school districts are joining 

forces to build course outlines and syllabi to operationalize the new law. 

On Nov. 29, DACC met with administrators, counselors, and math teachers from six high schools in District 507 (Bismarck, Salt Fork,     

Danville, Hoopeston, Chrisman, and Milford). Math Instructor Amber Anderson led the DACC contingent, which included Dean Kathy      

Sturgeon. Ms. Anderson will oversee teacher training throughout the District.   

The program is geared toward high-school seniors. Beginning in the Fall, they will be able to take these classes in their own high schools 

and with their own teachers.  

Rather than taking placement tests like Accuplacer, students who pass Transitional Math will be able to move directly into college-level 

courses at DACC or at most Illinois colleges or universities. Says Ms. Anderson, “Everyone knows that taking a year off from math isn't a 

good idea, and it tends to cause students to have to complete remedial math courses at their college. By taking and completing a 

(Transitional Math) course their senior year, they would then be able to ‘place’ directly into a credit-bearing math course.” 

Transitional Math provides three separate pathways toward career and college readiness. “Tech Math” prepares students for placement in 

college-level mathematics for career and technical studies. “Quantitative Literacy” places students into basic or general statistics. “STEM/

Algebra” prepares students for college algebra.  

The teaching philosophy for Transitional Math focuses on building math students’ critical-thinking skills. Says Dean Sturgeon, “The courses 

hone students’ abilities to solve problems by making math relevant to the life, college, and career skills they need for success.” 

Ms. Anderson will spearhead development of the curricula for the three courses as well as a memorandum of understanding that lay out    

the requirements for each school district. Together with Math professors Marji Larson and Don York, Ms. Anderson hopes to have the   

agreement with all District 507 school districts finalized by February to   

meet the State’s March 1 deadline for submitting a comprehensive and 

jointly approved plan. 

Ms. Anderson will serve as the editor and quality-control supervisor for the 

courseware in preparation for the Fall 2019 unveiling of Transitional Math. 

She’ll be overseeing the work of about 30 people who are creating the 

teaching materials. She says, “By late spring or early summer, we’ll need to 

have the educational materials for schools to download for free and then 

use in their course.” 

The teaching materials the group produces will be available State-wide,  

not just for District 507.  

But math literacy isn’t the only deficiency that the new law is addressing. 

Dick and Jane could also use a boost in their reading and writing skills, so 

a “Transitional” program for English is also in the works. 

 

Here are some Middle College students celebrating the end of the 
Fall semester by playing games and eating pizza.  From left are 
Ariana, Tatiana, Mercedes, J.R., Damya and Tamara.  Our Middle 
College students inject a lot of life at DACC.  By next fall, high 
schoolers will find transitional math spicing up their senior years.   

Men’s and Women’s Golf recently announced that when they 
begin intercollegiate play in the Fall, their home course will be 
the Danville Country Club.  Shown here with Men’s Coach Terry 
French (back row, right) are one of the players on the inaugural 
team, Logan Richardson.  Flanking him are his Tri-County 
coach Kevin Fleckenstein and Logan’s father Darren.  Standing 
beside Coach French is Logan’s mother, Candy.   
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Hoopeston for High-School       

Equivalency Tests 

The Hoopeston Learning Center has been approved by the ICCB and 

ETS to administer the paper based HiSET High School Equivalency 

Test. Center Director Karla Coon and Assistant Kendra Morts have 

completed eLearning training and assessment, thereby qualifying 

them to administer the HiSET, a paper-and-pencil version of the online 

GED. 

Says Ms. Coon, “We believe that being able to administer this test 

locally at the Center will remove a major barrier for students in       

completing this important step toward earning their High School   

Equivalency diploma.” 

Big $ Careers for Engineers 
The 35 or so local manufacturers in the Danville area have an insatiable 

appetite for DACC engineering students. 

But with the number of students in DACC’s engineering program     

dwindling, Dean Kathy Sturgeon has devised a new program to attract 

the region’s brightest students to engineering.    

What makes engineers so delectable to regional businesses is the    

students’ versatility and their brains (especially in math and physics). 

While engineers may branch out into many specialties—from electrical 

and mechanical to computer and aerospace—the DACC associate   

degree in engineering science provides a solid foundation for all       

engineering fields. Because of this, these students get scooped up   

while the ink is still wet on their sheepskin. They move into high-paying 

jobs, and even get their tuition paid for their bachelor’s and master’s 

degrees as their salaries steadily increase. 

Dean Sturgeon’s program provides a financial incentive for students to 

matriculate into the engineering program. Any student passing MATH 

120 Calculus and Analytic Geometry I with a B or better will receive  

tuition waivers for the next two classes in the engineering sequence: 

MATH 130 (or Part II of MATH 120) and PHYS 106 Physics-Mechanics.  

Dean Sturgeon thinks that the waivers will help encourage bright      

students to pursue engineering degrees. She says, “The successful 

completion of MATH 120 guarantees that high-performing students    

are receiving the benefit, while the math courses and PHYS 106 are 

traditionally the challenging pre-requisite courses for the engineering 

program.” 

The DACC Board of Trustees approved the new waiver policy during  

the December meeting. Executive VP Dave Kietzmann praised Dean 

Sturgeon for developing and implementing a winning idea. He says, 

“Students who do well in the waived prerequisite courses are likely to 

complete the program, which will no doubt increase the number of    

engineering majors as well as their success rate. I congratulate Dean 

Sturgeon and her staff for their ingenuity.” 

Engineering Instructor Mark Hardwidge holding up a 
$2,000 donation that the College has received from 
an anonymous donor hoping to assist in marketing 
DACC’s engineering program. 

Congratulations to our nursing pioneers, the first grads of 
DACC’s LPN to RN intensive-study program.  All six earned 
associate degrees in nursing in 18 months (from left) Shayne 
Glithero, Tracy Haynes, Brande LeNoir, Christina Marshall, 
Ramaya Martinez, and Sheila Stricklin.   

Business strategist Steve Ghera led the recent IMIN    
Network presentation at the Bremer Center.  The work-
shop focused on strategies for improving organizational 
alignment.  Corporate Ed Director Stephanie Yates hosts 
these events, which are funded through the WERC grant.  
About 50 local business leaders from 11 companies    
attended.   
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Applause 
For DACC’s newest employees,   

including Dr. Amy Nicely as a   

Chemistry Instructor; and Tamara 

Appelman and Jess Jenkins as 

Building Services Attendants;   

George Hickman as Sustainability 

Instructor; and Carrie Reed as Office     

Specialist for Information/

Receptionist. 

For Jessica Miles, promoted to Programmer/Systems           

Administrator to replace Kim Colwell, and for Stephen Scott 

promoted to Office Specialist for Admissions, replacing the    

retiring mainstay Sheila Walter. 

For History Professor Rich Pate and Student Services Dean 

Stacy Ehmen, who dedicated several months leading a  

governance committee to study the new dual-credit law in     

Illinois and make a recommendation that enables more high-

school teachers to participate in dual-credit programs while  

continuing to ensure the integrity and quality of DACC classes 

taught at high schools. 

For Vermilion County Works Career Specialist April Smith,  

earning a commendation for her outstanding efforts to help  

people to a better life through education and jobs.  

Small Business Development Center Director Carol Nichols 
gave an informative update to a roomful of Rotarians during the 
January 7 meeting of the noon chapter.  Besides discussing the 
SBDC’s service to about 30 business start-ups in the past year, 
Ms. Nichols informed Rotarians about major inroads that she is 
making with “Lift Off Danville,” a business partnership between 
DACC and Downtown Danville, Inc. that is serving several fledg-
ling businesses from a Vermilion Street storefront.   

On January 7, DACC received the new Philips sonogra-
phy and echocardiography machine thanks to funding 
from Iroquois Federal Bank and the DACC Foundation.  
From left:  Foundation Chair and Iroquois Federal Chief 
Lending Officer Tom Chamberlain, Echo Instructor Jamie 
Moreland, Sono Instructor Melissa Murineanu, Medical 
Imaging Director Tammy Howard, Dean Kathy Sturgeon, 
Executive VP Dave Kietzmann, Foundation Executive 
Director Tonya Hill, and Michelle Cottle from Philips.   

Left:  Welcoming Carrie Reed, DACC’s new Office Specialist for 
Information/Reception, are Executive Director Bob Mattson, 
Registrar Timothy Morgan, and Executive VP Dave Kietzmann.   

The January 7 “Big Check” ceremony thanked the John P. Cadle 
Foundation for a $13,000 donation to fund drones for agriculture 
classes and for scholarships.  From left, President Nacco, Ag In-
structor Brandy Marron, Executive VP Dave Kietzmann, Foundation 
Executive Director Tonya Hill, Steve Miller of Cadle, Dean Terri 
Cummings, Dean Kathy Sturgeon, and Foundation President Tom 
Chamberlain.   


