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“DACC at Night” Classes to 

Debut in Georgetown 

Not everything goes in one ear and out the other. 

For years now, adults living in the lower third of Vermilion County have 

been telling DACC that they’d like to be able to take DACC classes at 

night. A number of them don’t feel comfortable with online classes. 

They’re also not that keen on driving all the way up to Danville and 

back for a night class. 

DACC has heard these residents and is prepared to deliver what 

they’re requesting.  Beginning in the Fall, DACC plans to introduce a 

full schedule of night classes at Georgetown-Ridge Farm High School. 

If a sufficient number of people enroll, DACC at Night will return to the 

region after a six-year absence. 

GRF Superintendent Dr. Jean Neal couldn’t be more pleased. She 

says, “Our Board and administration are excited to be able to host 

DACC college-level night courses and GED preparation classes within 

our high school and community.”  

For 16 weeks from Mondays through Thursdays, DACC will offer     

college English, math, psychology, and business classes. Executive 

Vice President Dave Kietzmann notes, “Each night will feature a      

different class. A student attending all four nights would be taking a    

full-time course load.”   

All but one of the credit classes will begin at 6 p.m. and end at 9 p.m. 

The exception is Math 115, Survey of Statistics, which will run from 5:30 

p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  

The other transfer courses scheduled for the Fall semester in 

Georgetown-Ridge Farm are English 101 (Rhetoric and Composition), 

CBUS 105 (Business Computer Systems), and Psychology 100 

(Introduction to Psychology). Says Dean Stacy Ehmen, “These are  

general-education classes that transfer to most colleges and universi-

ties in the State through the Illinois Articulation Initiative.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To accommodate any students who fail to qualify for college-level   

math or English, the College also plans to offer a basic-skills class in 

English on Mondays and developmental math on Tuesdays. Per        

Dr. Neal’s suggestion, Laura Williams’ Adult Education Department will 

provide high-school equivalency classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Dean Ehmen is collaborating with Lara Conklin’s College Relations 

Department to market these classes to residents throughout the      

region. “These offerings will appeal to two types of students,” says 

Dean Ehmen. “They’ll be convenient for adult learners who work during 

the day and want to take classes locally at night. We’ll also be serving 

high-school students in a dual-credit capacity. They can earn additional 

college credits for transfer.” 

To get the word out among residents as well as current high-school 

students, Ms. Conklin will cast a wide net in marketing DACC at Night 

to towns in the vicinity of Georgetown-Ridge Farm. “We’ll use social-

media marketing as well as postcards in old-fashioned direct mail. 

Along with Georgetown and Ridge Farm, our prime target areas are 

residents of Westville, Sidell, Indianola, Allerton, Jamaica, Chrisman, 

and Shiloh.” There is also a plan to venture across the Indiana border 

to the nearby town of Cayuga. 

The American Job Center (AJC) will also play a role in introducing 

DACC at Night to the Georgetown-Ridge Farm region. Says AJC     

Executive Director Brian Hensgen, “Over the past year, the AJC has 

begun reaching out to the northern part of the County through the 

Hoopeston Learning Center. This initiative in Georgetown will provide   

a foothold in the southern region as a way of helping deliver employ-

ment and social services to those residents.” 

The AJC will be one of the featured attractions during outreach        

sessions that will begin on June 11, July 9 and August 6. During these    

“All-in-One” Days, prospective students will be afforded a wide gamut  

of services, including placement testing, class registration, advisement, 

job placement, TRIO student support services, and financial aid.      

Students and community members will also learn about the benefits 

that the AJC partner provides, ranging from free tuition to free         

transportation and child-care services. 

The high-school equivalency classes are free for everyone. For the 

college classes, dual-credit students will receive tuition discounts     

while the AJC would be able to provide free tuition for low-income     

and unemployed people. 

DACC FLASH 
“Danville Area Community College is committed to providing quality, innovative, and accessible learning experiences that meet the life-long        

academic, cultural, and economic needs of our diverse communities and the world we share.” 

UPDATE FOR THE DACC BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND DACC FOUNDATION BOARD 

MAY 2019 

The sapling growing outside of Georgetown-Ridge Farm High 
symbolizes DACC’s plan for growing the “DACC at Night” to 
serve residents in the southern part of Vermilion County. 

To accommodate college classes, Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm High School Principal Kevin Thomas is providing 
two computer-equipped classrooms—each with 30 sta-
tions—and two other classrooms with audio-visual that 
includes smart boards. 



 2 

 

DACC’s New Director of Assessments 
Dr. Abby Hahne has answered the call to be DACC’s new director   

of academic and institutional assessments. 

While continuing to serve as the College’s lead instructor for       

chemistry, Dr. Hahne will do double duty by overseeing course and 

program assessment for all of DACC’s academic and administrative 

departments. 

Dr. Hahne feels as if her appointment to this role is timely. She says, 

“I’m in my sixth year at DACC, and I have to say that the climate 

around the College is changing. Faculty and staff are increasingly 

looking to step up in assessing student learning outcomes. They’re 

really striving to do assessment well.” 

Dr. Hahne’s primary role as director of assessments will be to work 

with the “assessment champions” within each of the three academic 

divisions. Professor Ryan Wyckoff is the champion of Liberal Arts 

and Library Services, Dr. Wendy Brown is the champion of Math,    

Sciences, and Health Professions. Business Instructors Emily Crain 

and Jen Slavik are co-champions for the Business and Technology 

Division. 

As Dr. Hahne says of the assessment champions, “We’ll all work 

together to help with their course outcomes and program assess-

ments. While I’ll be responsible for College-wide oversight, (the 

champions) know their individual divisions and where they need to 

focus their attention.” 

Colleges assess student learning in order to ensure that students  

are acquiring the skills and knowledge that the curriculum and      

syllabi claim to be teaching. “We look for evidence in the form of 

measureable outcomes,” says Dr. Hahne. “In that way, we’re able to 

determine what a student should have learned when they complete a 

class. We can see what’s working well and what needs to be 

changed.” 

To illustrate how the College measures learning outcomes,             

Dr. Hahne says that in her chemistry classes, “students need to 

demonstrate a number of proficiencies, including the ability to identify 

various types of matter using the appropriate scientific vocabulary.” 

Assessments take various forms: “Student learning outcomes can be 

assessed in a number of ways,” she says, “such as through quizzes, 

homework, class discussions, papers, projects, or in a lab.” 

Besides overseeing assessments among academic departments,   

Dr. Hahne will also guide the College’s administrative departments   

in the assessment process. “The (Higher Learning Commission)   

refers to the process of continuous assessment and improvement   

as ‘closing the loop.’ This needs to take place in everything a college 

does to serve students.” 

Dr. Hahne has a natural affinity toward assessment—“My back-

ground is education, and I really enjoy working with faculty. As a   

lead instructor, I look to do troubleshooting wherever I’m needed.”  

She sees both her role and her knowledge base expanding in the 

coming years. “I plan to continue doing considerable research into 

the best practices for assessment,” she says. “While DACC is making 

enormous progress, there is much more work ahead in the coming 

years.” 

Executive Vice President Dave Kietzmann is pleased that               

Dr. Hahne will fulfill the role as DACC’s director of assessments. 

“She’s extremely committed to assessment and to student learning.    

I have no doubt that she will prove to be a great asset for the College 

and a wonderful resource for faculty and staff.” 

On April 24, DACC hosted its annual breakfast meeting with 
regional school superintendents.  Along with a hot meal, the 
superintendents were served a heaping helping of information 
about the College for the one-hour meeting.  Topics of interest 
included DACC’s efforts to partner with universities for on-site 
teacher certification classes, dual credit for high-school       
students, transitional math for high-school seniors, and a     
revamped College for Kids summer program that will feature 
welding, CNC machine operations, and automobile technology. 

Number of TRIO participants graduating this 

year with an associate degree or a certificate. 

THE MAGIC NUMBER:  39 

On May 9, DACC      
Foundation Executive 
Director Tonya Hill     
had a grand time       
celebrating the 91st         
birthday of philanthro-
pist Julius W. Hegeler II.  
She drew the King of 
Clubs in the weekly  
Danville Country Club 
contest and then        
donated her $4,600     
winnings to the        
Foundation in Julius’ 
name.   
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Teaching About Antisemitism 

Last summer, three Danville citizens—Sybil Mervis, Melody Ehrlich, and Neal 

Ehrlich—visited DACC President Nacco to discuss an educational program that 

the Anti-Defamation League endorses. The program provides educators with 

strategies and materials for teaching secondary and postsecondary students 

about the Holocaust, antisemitism, and genocide.  

As Mr. Ehrlich says, “People today need to be deeply concerned about the     

rise of antisemitism in our country. The massacre last October in a Pittsburgh 

synagogue wasn’t an isolated example of antisemitism. Hatred against Jewish 

people continues to proliferate across the country. As the ADL points out,    

America’s best hope for combating hatred is by educating the nation’s children 

so that they can help build a society without prejudice or hatred.” 

The ADL helped found Echoes & Reflections in 2005. The nonprofit’s mission is 

to ensure that American secondary-school teachers have access to high-quality, 

reliable Holocaust education. Through the financial support of national foundations, Echoes & Reflections is able to offer their programs free 

of charge to educational institutions. 

DACC’s Chief Diversity Officer Carla Boyd worked with Echoes & Reflections to arrange for the program to come to DACC. The originally 

scheduled date of Jan. 30 had nearly 80 people registered, many of them local teachers and DACC faculty. However, the sub-Arctic       

temperatures accompanying the Polar Vortex forced a postponement.  

For the May 1 make-up day, only about half of the original registrants were available. Even so, those who attended went away impressed 

with the quality of the program. President Nacco praised the Echoes & Reflections presenter, Esther Huhr, for bringing what he called a 

“mitzvah to DACC with a thoroughly engaging and enlightening presentation.” 

Ms. Boyd was similarly appreciative about the way Ms. Huhr drew the audience into thinking deeply about how educators address the     

Holocaust and genocide with students. She says, “We looked at how we treat the Holocaust as educators and we reflected on the all-too-

chilling presence of antisemitism in American society. When hate groups target Jewish people, they’re really targeting everyone.             

Antisemitism, racism, fascism and the myriad other discriminatory ‘isms’ spring out of the same poison well.” 

In that same vein, Ms. Huhr reminded the attendees that the Holocaust is more than an isolated historical event. “It’s part of the larger     

human tragedy,” she says. “Educating students about its significance is a great responsibility. We partner with educators to help them     

introduce students to the complex themes of the Holocaust and to understand its lasting effect on the world.” 

Based on DACC’s glowing review of the three-hour program, local public-school educators hope to partner with DACC in bringing Echoes   

& Reflections’ full six-hour program to the College in the Fall. Jeri Callaway, the director of SchoolWorks for the Regional Office of Education 

under Superintendent Cheryl Reifsteck, will coordinate this with Ms. Boyd. The six-hour program awards Continuing Education Units for   

participating teachers. 

Echoes & Reflections presenter Esther Huhr (right) 
provided a top-notch seminar on how to teach about 
the Holocaust and antisemitism.  On the left is 
Oakwood junior-high teacher Dave Parker.   

The College Mace 
For the first time in DACC’s 73-year history, the pomp and ceremony  

of Commencement included a procession led by a faculty member  

carrying the College Mace. The faculty have bestowed this honor on 

the faculty member who was named “Faculty of the Year.” This year, 

Criminal Justice Professor Rickey Williams Sr. has been conferred this 

honor. 

Although the mace served as a weapon in medieval times, since the 

1500s, colleges and universities began using the mace as part of    

academic regalia in formal ceremonies. The mace symbolizes the   

authority of the Board of Trustees and the Office of the President of 

DACC, and it represents the faculty’s consent in conferring degrees 

and certificates.  

The DACC mace was constructed out of solid hardwood poplar. It 

measures approximately 48 inches in length and 5 inches at its widest point. The top of the mace incorporates a green glass ball representing 

the Green in the school colors. The glass ball is surrounded by four pillars in the tower to signify strength and unity. The beautiful Hickory  

stain compliments the Green Glass ball and enhances the wood grain of the mace. The mace was sculpted by Adam Musk, the husband of 

Academic Adviser Amie Musk, and took 40 hours to complete. 

Criminal Justice Professor Rickey Williams Sr. wielded the DACC 
Mace as he led the Faculty procession during the College’s May 17 
Commencement.  Nearly 250 graduates participated in the ceremo-
ny, as almost 600 having earned associate degrees or certificates. 
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Applause 
For Academic Adviser Melanie Green, 

earning praise from a student who wrote, 

“Mrs. Melanie Green is an awesome     

guidance counselor. She takes time to  

listen to your wants and needs not only    

as a student, but also a person as a whole. 

She is nothing but encouraging and sup-

portive of my dreams and future. She takes 

time for each student and doesn't make  

him or her feel rushed or like he or she is just another person who 

walks through the doors. She goes above and beyond by helping 

you anyway possible and which includes taking time out of her day 

if she needs to. She is a really great guidance counselor and I am 

glad she is there for me every step of the way helping me with my 

studies now, setting me up to transfer, and my future career.” 

For Mechatronics Instructor Doug Hunter, Manufacturing Instructor 

Todd Flessner, and Welding Instructor R.J. Rowland, on receiv-

ing U.S. Department of Labor approval for apprenticeship programs 

in welding, manual machinist, and CNC operator.  

For DACC Staff    

receiving a S.T.A.R. 

award (Staff That Are 

Remarkable) for their 

support of the TRIO 

program: Rosemary 

Butler, Dr. Nicole 

Carter, Dr. Stefanie 

Davis, Traci Hayden,  

Brennon Hightower, 

Ken Horlander, 

Dwight Lucas,    

Candace McNeal, 

and Rickey Williams. 

For local businesses recognized during the May 9 Awards breakfast 

that the Small Busi-

ness Development 

Center hosted.      

Director Carol Nichols 

led the ceremony 

which recognized 

Chart Records—

Legacy Award; Senior 

Source Danville—

Incubator Small   

Business of the Year; 

Sculpt Fitness—

Incubator Small   

Business of the Year; 

Big Thorn Brewery—

Small Business of the 

Year; and It’s So Me 

Boutique—Small Business Start-up of the Year. 

Sue and  
Dr. Robert 
Ewbank 
were 
pleased to 
see that 
DACC was 
installing a 
mobile app 
so that 
every stu-
dent with a 
cell phone 
would be 
able to 
access all 

of DACC’s services, including tutoring, homework, financial aid, 
grades, and online classes.  To help the College fund the app’s     
installation, the Ewbanks donated nearly $20,000 to the College.  
Foundation Executive Director Tonya Hill gratefully received the gift 
to DACC.   

Nursing Gets Accredited Through 
2026 
On Mon., May 6, DACC received a letter from the national Accreditation Commis-

sion for Education in Nursing to announce that DACC’s associate-degree nursing 

program has been reaccredited through 2026. The nursing department was cited 

for its “commitment to quality nursing education.” 

The final report and accreditation follow a seven-month process that began last 

September, when a visiting team from ACEN came to DACC for three days to 

conduct its decennial review. Not surprisingly, the three-member accreditors were 

impressed with the caliber of DACC’s nursing program, which has improved the 

NCLEX nursing-licensure pass-rate for DACC grads to 88 percent.  

Says President Nacco, “We commend Nursing Director Mimi Skinner, Dean Kathy 

Sturgeon, and the nursing Faculty. They worked with their advisory board and with 

one another to reengineer the program, thereby ensuring that DACC nursing stu-

dents are thoroughly equipped to pass the NCLEX and are prepared for serving 

the public as registered nurses. Congratulations to our team in earning seven more accredited years for DACC.” 

“Danville Area Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or activities.” 

During the May 16 Nurses’ Pinning ceremony, 29 
nursing-program graduates thanked DACC nursing 
faculty for their success.  We also applaud our nurs-
ing faculty and Director Mimi Skinner, for earning 
reaccreditation for DACC’s nursing program through 
2026.  Our fabulous nursing faculty, from left:  Cathy 
Jo Sroufek, Shannon Childers, Angela Shaffer, Erica 
Johnson, Dr. Joanna Commons, and Dr. Nicole 
Carter.   

Kalie Kilgore, Financial Aid Office          
Specialist, recently earned her master’s 
degree in business administration from 
Eastern Illinois University.   Graphic Design Instructor Dwight Lucas II 

recently became Dr. Lucas after earning a 
Ph.D. in Humanities from Faulkner Universi-
ty.   


